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ABSTRACT

The terms dyslexia and reading disability are often used interchangeably. There are so many

children who encounter reading problems in Zambia to an extent that some of them might

complete seven years of primary education without the ability to read even a three letter

word (MoE, 1992).4 study conducted in Zambia by Matafwali (2005) revealed that, 49.1% of

the grade three pupils could not read words at all. In addition, 57.5% could not read any

single sentence. According to Kelly (2000), the reading level in some grade six pupils fell

within the level expected of grade four. Therefore, it means that teachers who teach reading

to dyslexic pupils face a lot of challenges. It is a well documented factor that, in the western

world, reading disabilities play a major role amongst children who drop out of school and/or

become delinquent (Zieman, 1999). In addition, it is important to know the Jactors which

cause dyslexia so as to remediate the problem. The objective of the present study was to

identify reading disabilities among grade six pupils and challenges that teachers Jace in

leaching reading to these pupils. Informed consent was obtained fiom the respondents and

then questionnaires were administered to those who agreed (o participate in the Study. Simple

random sampling was used to come up with the required number of pupils using the class

registers. Teachers were given questionnaires to answer on their own after they had

understood the instructions. For the pupils, questionnaires had 1o be answered on a one-to-

one basis with the researcher. The research design of this study was a quasi experimental

design. A total of one hundred and ninety two (192) pupils and Jourteen (14) teachers drawn




~ one’s reading ability. There was no significant effect of having a reading table at home on INTRODUCTION

one’s reading ability (F (10, 154) = .451, p > .05, partial y =.3). Whether there was a table ' . -
According to Williams (1998) in Kalindi (2005), reading is the ability or a deliberate process

to see and comprehend written or printed language. Reading is significant in general ways

at home or not, it had no significant effect on one’s reading ability. Only 3% of the variance
that account for reading ability can be accounted for by a reading table at home. There was a o o .
: . . . that touch everyone because the ability to read and write is an essential ingredient of success
strong correlation between teachers’ ability to identify specific reading errors and actual . . . .
in most societies where so much information is transmitted in written form (Rayner, et al,
2001) in Kalindi (2005, ibid). Reading is a learned skill which must be taught. The process of

~ learning to read begins early in a child’s life (Torgesen, et al, 1994). Learning to read may

performance on learners. Dyslexia or reading disability is a problem which is widespread

despite not having the attention that it deserves. There are so many factors that cause this

condition and if the problem is to be solved, aggressive measures must be put in place. What

‘ ., seem like something which comes about naturally but for most children, it requires extra
is more worrying is that once a child has this condition, it persists into adulthood. Research g y

i i lasti 1 . The learning of
evidence has shown that once pupils fall behind in skills of reading, they normally do not effort and it may be a long and complicated process lasting several years. 1he g

- names of letters or their pronunciation may take some time for children with difficulties in
become fluent readers unless, intensive expert help is available to them. Therefore, it is very P Y

. learning to read. A It h children lag behind their classmates in reading. Even after
important that dyslexia is detected in early childhood so as to find means of arresting the g S aresull, such ¢ g

the child has put in so much effort in learning, reading may still be slow, flawed or both

(Paananen, et al, 2009).

problem.

Key words: Reading, Reading disability, Dyslexia. ) .
Dyslexia is a term which is often used to describe difficulties in learning to read and it is
often used interchangeably with the term reading disability. Peyrard- Janvid (2004) defines
reading disability as an unexpected failure in learning to read, write or spell in spite of normal
senses, normal intelligence and adequate opportunity and motivation. However, it is
important to note that there is no single accepted definition of dyslexia by all reading
specialists. The World Health Organisation (WHO, in Douglass, 19994) labels dyslexia as a
specific reading disorder whereas others consider it to be a specific language disorder..

According to Encyclopaedia Britannica (2006), dyslexia is a language disorder in which a

person with normal vision and of normal, or even above average intelligence has difficulty in

understanding written language.

Dyslexia is often characterised by a confusion in the positioning of letters which is caused by
the person’s reading in the wrong direction across the page, substituting, omitting and or

3 adding words as they are reading. Children who are dyslexic do not have the ability to note

some similarities or differences in letters or words nor the ability to properly pronounce

unfamiliar words.

Due to the fact there is no widely accepted definition of dyslexia, it is difficult to estimate the
number of people who are dyslexic. On one hand, some researchers argue that cases of

dyslexia not common, only occurring in a negligible percentage of the world’s population.
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However, on the other hand, there are researchers who state that about 10% to 20% of the
world’s population shows characteristics of dyslexia. Furthermore, it is argued that dyslexia
can manifest in different levels of intensity, affecting the reading ability of some individuals

more than others.

The causes of dyslexia are difficult to pin point. Just like its definition, there are djfferent
views about the causes of dyslexia. The causes of dyslexia vary from one child to the other.
There has been so much discussion going on in the recent past in the United States of

America and Scandinavian countries as to what the causes of dyslexia are. [s it a

2007). Some researchers suspect that dyslexia is caused by a central nervous system defect
System defect.

Reading is a neurological process performed by the brain. When a chilg finds it hard to 1
1t hard to learn

) : a lot of work .
if a lot of children are to become fluent readers. Ip 4 ork in teaching reading skills

dditi
on, there are Some researchers who
by the way

! Say seem to be ap obstac]e t
for ordinary pupils (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2006)

believe that latent dyslexia may be aggravated

like whole-word, or look-and-

pupils according to theijr needs (Kali
availab]

This means that parents and other members of the family must take keen interest in terms of
how the child is fairing in school and offer the necessary support (Paananen, et al, 2009). In
addition, other factors in the home environment such as social problems, ambiguous daily
routines, poor economic status, problems in the child’s emotional life, the kind of lighting

System, etc can also contribute to a child being dyslexic.

As earlier alluded to, there is no one single factor that can be pin pointed as the cause of

dyslexia. The causes are many and complex.

Dyslexia is manifested in a number of ways. It is said that dyslexia can manifest itself in
different ways and levels of intensity, affecting the reading ability of some children more
than others. Dyslexia is often identified during childhood and if unchecked, it continues to

affect individuals for the rest of their lives (Douglass, 1994).

A dyslexic child is not able to perceive exactly what is on a page. To such a one, letters and
numbers often appear reversed. Take for instance, “p” may appear to be “q”. The child also
tends to omit letters or words or add letters and words that are not there (Encyclopaedia
B’ritannjca, 2006). Since dyslexia affects the performance of a child in other subjects, it is
Very common to find that a child who is dyslexic repeats the same grade for a number of

years.

“The term dyslexia is often used to refer merely to a difficulty in reading , but sometimes
writing difficulties are included as well” ( Paananen, 2009; 23). Therefore, dyslexia may
manifest jtself in the way the child reads or writes. The reading and or writing may be slow
and or with errors. According to Mando (2008), dyslexia is caused by the failure to acquire
Phonological awareness and alphabetical coding. Usually, the child has problems in

syllabicating words that are spoken, defining what phonemes make a particular word or
which word a phoneme begins with.

When it comes to reading comprehension, it is hard for the child to grasp what he/she reads
and /or be able to remember it. Usually, as one is reading, he/she either omits, adds,
substitutes or mispronounces letters and or words. When it comes to writing, what the child
writes is difficult to comprehend because of a lot of mistakes. Self expression is also very

difficult for dyslexic children. They might want to say something and then suddenly, they

forget what they wanted to say.




No matter how much the child tries to learn to read, dyslexic children are not fluent and are

always slower than their peers or classmates.

Hypotheses

The foregoing theoretical analysis led to the formation of the following hypotheses;
9

e The availability of a reading table at home would determine Je

o There is a correlation between teachers’ ability to identi

actual performance on learners.

METHODS

Study design and sampling

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative methods of styq
y.

Word list levels 1- 5: The word list levels 1 — 5 was used to find out the number of correct

words that each participant was able to read. Each level had twenty words.

Reading passage levels 1 — 4: Each participant was given four passages to read. As the
participant was reading, the researcher was taking note of the mistakes made, that is words
omitted, added, substituted and mispronounced. Time taken in reading each passage was also
taken note of. At the end of each passage, there were questions to be answered. The aim of

these questions was to assess how well the pupils well able to comprehend the material they

would have read.

It is worth mentioning that the last three instruments for the pupils were administered on a

one to one basis.
Ethical Consideration

Before commencement of the study, the University of Zambia Research Ethics Committee
(UNZAREC) gave approval. Study approval was sought from the Ministry of Education
(Eastern province) to conduct the study in Chadiza and Chipata districts as well as the
District Education Board Secretaries (DEBS) in the above mentioned two districts. The
Purpose of the study was fully explained to the participants and informed consent was
obtained from those teachers who agreed to participate in the study. For the pupils, written
consent from the head teachers of each school was obtained on behalf of all the pupils who

participated in the study. Therefore, all necessary ethical guidelines were considered in this

research.
Data Analysis

The data was analysed in Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS 11). Pearson
Correlations were used to assess the relationship between teachers’ ability to identify specific
reading errors. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) assessed the effect of nature of lighting
System at home and the availability of a reading table at home on reading ability. Measures of

central tendency (mean, median and mode) as well as T- tests were also carried out.




RESULTS Graph 1: Kind of lighting system at

home
Results are presented under the following headings;

—

Sample distribution of the study

. Effect of lighting system at home on learners’ reading ability

Effect of availability of a reading table at hone on learners’ reading ability

. Correlation between teachers’ ability to identify specific re

ading errors and actual
performance on learners,

Table 1: The sample distribution of the study

District Boys (Girls
Chadiza 47

Chipata

[
)
o

1

Mean number of correct answers

1 T T T
T T .
& CAr torch solar and others
lar panel candles electricity s
e candles

kind of lighting at home

There was a moderate effect of lighting system at home on pupils’ reading ability. (f (o,

154) = 3.188, p < .05, partial 71 = 9.4).

Only 9.4% of the variance that account for reading ability can be accounted for by lighting

System.




Graph 2: Availability of a reading table at home Table 2: Correlation between teachers’ ability to identify specific reading errors and

actual performance on learners.

1

Academic performance 1

Common difficulties in reading -.00

Omitting words and letters 40%* 13

Substituting words and letters 45%*  19%  85¥*
Mispronouncing words and letters ~ 41%* 13 7% §3**

Adding words and letters 33%E - 27HE JO%k gowx g5

Mean 229 405 3.55 3.22

SD i 1.36 1.33 1.30 1.29 1.33
** correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (one — tailed).

* correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (one — tailed).

Mean number of correct answers

Generally, there was a moderate correlation between teachers’ ability to identify
100

specific reading errors and actual performance on learners.

1. There was a moderate relationship between academic performance and omitting of

5 words and letters. (r = .404, N =188, p =< 0.05, one tailed). It was a fairly
100

moderate correlation: 16.3% of variation explained.

There was a moderate correlation between words substituted and academic

performance.

). 3% only . (r=.454,N 190, p < 0.05, one tailed).
ability can be accounted for by haVing B4

ead: ; ; :
ading table at 1, ome There was a moderate correlation between words mispronounced and academic

performance.

(r=.410, N 189, p < 0.05, one tailed).

There was a moderate correlation between words added and academic
performance.

(r=.327,N 190, p < 0.05, one tailed).
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a particular pupil performs when reading. If the teacher in the checklist mentioned that a
DISCUSSION

; o ‘ "
particular child usually adds words as she /he is reading in class, chances were that she/he
ighti tem at home on one’
Effect of the nature of lighting sys

$ reading ability

would still add words which are not there in the passage during the interview with the

This section sought to examine whether the lighting system at home had an effect on one’s

researcher. In as much as teachers are able to identify specific reading errors among their
reading ability. The results suggest that only

' . The teachers,
lity 1o pupils, remediation tends to be very difficult due to a number of factors. The ]

9.4% of the variance that account for ability
read can be accounted for by the nature of lighting system at home, The findings also indicate

especially in rural areas are not motivated and they handle a large number of pupils in their
C : clas
that most of the pupils are not affected by the nature of lighting system at home as far as their

reading ability i

ses such that chances of assisting dyslexic pupils are very low if not there. In short,

teachers were able to identify specific reading errors in relation to the actual performance of
s concerned. It does not matter whether Ohe uses electricity, candles, solar

pupils.

me will still not make him/her Limitation of the present study

There were two main challenges faced during this study. Firstly, there were supposed to be
a lot of factors which cause dyslexia, Take for instance, in the h

two hundred pupils in the sample, that is one hundred boys and one hundred girls. But only
be other issues that lead to one being dyslexic. 1t could be Jack

of Motivation, overburdening
house chores, lack of proper nutrition, etc.

one hundred and ninety two pupils participated in the study. This was mainly due to

absenteeism.

fourteen
' 'ho were teaching grade six
P between t}, il ple participated. This was due to the fact that most of the teachers who gg
€ avaj ability of 5 reading ta

Secondly, there were supposed to be twenty teachers in the sample but only

pupils were not around as they were participating in 2010 national census programme.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I lusion, current evidence suggests that dyslexia is real. It is often said that, children are
n conclusion,

the future leaders but how can they be able to lead if they cannot read. As seen from the
utu

ifestation of dyslexia, it starts from childhood and haunts an individual for the rest of his
manifestation 5

her life. Research suggests that no matter how much time such children may be given to be
or her life.

g . . not been prepared with the
at hom i any environment? in school, they will still not be able to read because they have prep
© 10 this cage g; 0 , t trained on how to handle dyslexic pupils
them. ¢ did noy happen to be one correct reading skills. Usually, teachers are no _ .
i lacking the necessary skills. No special attention is given to such pupils as they are
lence lackin
Correlation between teachers’ ability ¢, identjf
performance on learners Y specifie rea

J taught just like any other pupil hence them being at a disadvantage.
ding errors and actu?
Generally, there was a moderate corre]

Th dations are that, whilst in college, teachers must also be oriented towards
€ recommen »
n leg

reading errors and actual performance 0
they

n teaCherSs abiht
upil

. . eCiﬁo
Iers p Y 1o identify sp

0SS 1 ~ i ir duties. It is not
: / come across in the course of executing their du
helping poor readers that they co
were reading, they were makj

. 2, S 5 1 i 5. U d ” /

S . . e o ed in their own classes as having special needs. Usua y,

g erropg sue "ere given Passages 1o read and always that dyslexic pupils are plac
e as 3
there, omitting words and letters, Subs; s addlng Words o letters which are !
. a .
The teachers ajgq 1ndependently filleg in ch gk well ag mig
ecklist




they are found in the same classes with fluent readers or writers thereby making the situation

WOrSE.

The government must put in place policies that encourage reading from an early age. Those
who cannot breakthrough in fluent reading must be given special attention and be made to

repeat grades until they improve in the way they read.

efforts from all stakeholders.
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ABSTRACT

This study mainly focused on learning (o Read in English in Differing Environments. Selected
public and private schools in Lusaka and Mufulira urban districts in Zambia were targeted,

with a population of all Grade 3 learners, totaling 150. Reading tests, semi-guided

interviews, focus group discussions and a check list for lesson observation were done. A

qualitative approach was used 10 probe and to get deep insights of how reading in English

was taught. The qualitative data was analysed through the identification of teachers’

common themes, descriptions and experiences. Conclusions were reached and analysed with

reference to the research questions. Quantitative data was analysed using a t-test to compare

the reading levels between Jearners in public basic and private schools. The findings indicate

that learners in private schools have a conducive environment for learning how to read in

English. The study found that public
schools did not have enough teaching and learning materials. It was established that learners

basic schools do not use the recommended PRP. Public

in public schools did not read according to their reading levels while learners in private

schools did that effectively. The recommer

1o provide enough equipment and mater
reises. In the same way, it was incumbent on the school

dations were that the Ministry of Education needed

ials, and train teachers appropriately as well as

carry out regular inspection exe

authorities to cooperate with parents.



